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Subject: 
Religious Studies A Level 
 
Topic(s): 
Philosophy / Ethics / Theology  
 
Independent Learning Task(s) to Complete: 
 
INTRODUCTION TASK 
 
A. Course Details: You are studying Religious Studies A Level. The exam 

board is OCR and the main religion for Component 3 is Christianity. 
A brief overview of the course is here:  
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-
studies-h173-h573-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/ 
You can look at the full specification here too 

 
B. Create a folder for your Religious Studies lessons. Use dividers to 

create the following three main sections:  
 
▪ Philosophy of Religion  

 
▪ Religion and Ethics  

 
▪ Developments in religious thought 

[we call this DCT - Development of Christian Thought] 
 
 
 
You also might want to get a big folder for each paper. (If you struggle to buy these look out on Facebook 
Marketplace and local recycle sites as lots of people give these away for free) 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/


TASKS: YOU MUST COMPLETE TASKS 1-3. TASKS 4-5 ARE OPTIONAL.  
 
 
1) What is Philosophy and Ethics?  

Go to the link below: 
What is Philosophy? Crash Course Philosophy #1  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY 
Task: Summarise the main ideas in no more than one paragraph.  

 
2) In Religious Studies, you will be introduced to many scholars to support arguments you make in your essays. 

For each one make notes on them as follows: 
 When were they alive? 
 What key books did they write? 
 What key issues they write about? 
 Are there any key quotes? 
 Do you find their work convincing? 

 
Scholars List:  
Task: You must complete this for scholars 1-4. You may then pick one more (from 5-9). 
1. St Augustine 
2. St Thomas Aquinas 
3. Aristotle 
4. Plato 
5. Richard Swinburne 
6. Mary Daly 
7. Joseph Fletcher 
8. Jeremy Bentham  
9. Immanuel Kant 
10. Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

 
Like all well-informed research, you heed to consider the location of the information you find. Some good 
suggestions for research are: 
Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy [plato.stanford.edu] 
Philosophy Cat [https://www.philosophycat.org/] 
The School of Life 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY
https://plato.stanford.edu/
https://www.philosophycat.org/


3) Church History. Having some understanding of how the church began, how it grew and spread and 
how it has split over time is really useful when starting to study A Level. To get started with this, access 
the Ted-Ed lesson on Church History here https://ed.ted.com/on/lVs36zph   
Test yourself with the multiple-choice questions in the ‘Think’ tab, add a comment to the discussions 
and explore some of the further links in the ‘Dig Deeper’ tab. Then, make your own set of notes on 
some of the key dates and developments. Try to include the following;  
1st Century Christianity – key figures and events  
• Who were the apostles?  
• Who were the leaders in the early church? 
• When were the first letters of the New Testament written?  
• Which was the first gospel? When was it written? When were the others written?  
• How and why were Christians persecuted by the Roman Empire?  
 
2nd-10th Century Christianity  
• Who were the church fathers?  
• When did Christianity come to Britain?  
• Who was Constantine and why is he so important?  
• When and what was the Edict of Milan?  
• What was the Council of Nicaea (325CE)?  
• What was an ecumenical council?  
• How many were there?  
• What did they focus on?  
• Why was Theodosius and why is he important?  
• Which groups left the church? Why? At which church councils did they leave?  
• Why did the Pope become increasingly powerful?  
• When and why did the Eastern and Western churches start to drift apart?  
• What was the Holy Roman Empire?  
 
The 11th-15th centuries – Schism, Crusades and dissatisfaction with the church  
• When was the Great Schism and what was the outcome?  
• What were the Crusades? When did they happen and what was the outcome?  
• Why were some Christians concerned about the church and that the Bible was only available in Latin? 
• Who was John Wycliffe?  
 
The 16th Century – Reformation and Counter-Reformation  
• Who was Martin Luther?  
• What were the 95 theses and when were they hammered to a church door?  
• When was Luther excommunicated and what did he do afterwards?  
• Who were some of the other Protestant Reformers?  
• Who was William Tyndale and what did he do?  
• What is the significance of Henry VIII?  
• Who was Thomas Cranmer?  
• When and what was the Act of Supremacy?  
• What and when was the Council of Trent?  
• Why is King Edward VI (yes, that’s our KEVI!) significant?  
• Cranmer wrote the 39 articles and The Book of Common Prayer. What are they?  
 
The 17th century onwards – Protestant Diversity  
• Which new churches were formed in this period and when?  
 
The 20th century  
• When and what was Vatican II? 

https://ed.ted.com/on/lVs36zph


4)  OPTIONAL: If you lack knowledge about Jesus 
You will study Christian theology as part of your A Level. For this, it is helpful to know the story of the 
person of Jesus. To help with this, we recommend reading one of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark (the 
shortest!), Luke, John) or watching The Miracle Maker film! 
The Bible Project has an excellent series of videos of parts of the Bible (please note they are created by 
and for Christians) BibleProject - YouTube 
There are some scanned textbook pages at the back of this pack which will be helpful reading! 

 
5) OPTIONAL: Essay writing skills.  
       Task: the style of essay writing at A level steps up from GCSE. Please read through the essay transition 

pack and consider completing the activities to support you with the requirements for writing at A level. 
 

OPTIONAL – WIDER READING  
Here are some suggested books to help develop your thinking skills: 
The Pig That Wants To Be Eaten by Julian Baggini 
50 Philosophy Ideas You Really Need to Know by Ben Dupre and Laurence Kennedy 
Think: A Compelling Introduction to Philosophy by Simon Blackburn 
The Blind Watchmaker by Richard Dawkins 
The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins 
 
Introductory texts: 
Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction by Craig Edwards 
Ethics: A Very Short Introduction by Simon Blackburn 
Jesus: A Very Short Introduction by Richard Bauckham  
Ethics Matters by Peter and Charlotte Vardy  
The Puzzle of God by Peter Vardy 
The Puzzle of Christianity by Peter Vardy  
 
Podcasts: 
All available for free from wherever you like to listen to podcasts (Apple, Android, Spotify etc.) 
Panpsycast - use the search bar to find episodes linked to topics we have studied  
Panpsycast DCT Audiobook - a free audiobook which covers the DCT specification. Amazing resource!  
Philosophy with Mr Stone - teachers giving lessons on their favourite OCR topics 
The RE Podcast  
Within Reason - less focused on our specification than other resources above, and sometimes 
controversial!  
 
Here are some suggested online resources: 
The Philosophy Man [www.thephilosophyman.com] 
This website gives you lots of different ideas to think about. Some are for younger children but you could 
try the 'brain squeezers'. These are good if you don't have too much time, or if you're finding it difficult to 
settle to anything concentrated. 
The Philosophers’ Magazine [www.philosophersmag.com] 

The Bible Project [https://www.youtube.com/user/jointhebibleproject/playlists] 

I Think Therefore I Teach [https://ithinkthereforeiteach.com]  

A level Revision Notes [ A Level Philosophy & Religious Studies] 

Logos [Logos | Online] A level model essay resources  

Peped [peped.org]  
This website has a lot of good resources that you might use once you start your A Level course; you could 
dip in and start exploring some of the ideas you will meet next year. 
 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0208298/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.youtube.com/user/jointhebibleproject/playlists
https://amzn.to/3Mwubxl
https://amzn.to/3BES67j
https://amzn.to/436LkmP
https://amzn.to/3Wfsvf0
https://amzn.to/3Wam7W2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Philosophy-Very-Short-Introduction-Introductions/dp/019886177X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2R54QIXOGP2DS&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.eObEy1r4giWfNYYXW7VR6h9_yucRtLy7rlcdFtA061JMDp1yIy9bECAoALPyMZCyFRRLDgNUkXgh2N5QTJ8B7sHBvb2fMAJQDob6lHeOayJCFTOvZOSmeiAj7bzy6zoPe802-VNaTjw1Uf_O4Yx3vjy-gcl80Bq14MYlARXPDWa3mfxBFbY9TS5Oe-RANrvLSk2sMXx9X4geAUITpSYHsStX1P1jggCgb-pN-WgQTSU.lPp3_o_KrZ7mtQbRrF8s4-t7R1klJIyUeYiLDZyxXAc&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+very+short+introduction+to+philosophy&qid=1781468536&sprefix=a+very+short+introduction+to+philosophy%2Caps%2C127&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ethics-Very-Short-Introduction-Introductions/dp/0198868103/ref=sr_1_1?crid=NUS3DMU0QFXQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.OeIKLjhEFigwok1CMi_6U42FyFp8uOKvsQWPOk2YaV8JWOkKgNXq3XJXhZPIEbgIfimvatEdjIC8EsK6fzc4h_zRLtQveUOlq9aan2GC6EXVRGm7hUuhhPBpMdi_c43LJg0Ut4b_mbMX77ZCDvK30n0sQSrqll8RdBLPhbg-SEwnX9C7ddADj1IYrz_V0ysh1aiaL6KRwpWZeOjWxi0ocLyUjv7QWdqo9PJ7OQnMi0Y.oOn0uXHHC2ekusDW9K7I7sOsbeiFxD4FGa_-puy54BY&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+very+short+introduction+to+ethics&qid=1781468621&sprefix=a+very+short+introduction+to+ethics%2Caps%2C125&sr=8-1&asin=0198868103&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jesus-Very-Short-Introduction-Introductions/dp/0199575274/ref=pd_vtp_d_sccl_1_3/523-3655894-7455638?pd_rd_w=F7geO&content-id=amzn1.sym.e1b012f9-a2d8-4786-8113-bd0f31ac121d&pf_rd_p=e1b012f9-a2d8-4786-8113-bd0f31ac121d&pf_rd_r=V95P13VQ96QXA1BMADJ6&pd_rd_wg=otRsF&pd_rd_r=0db41294-be84-48c4-ae00-f84d2d6f4e5e&pd_rd_i=0199575274&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ethics-Matters-Charlotte-Vardy/dp/0334043913/ref=sr_1_9?crid=1TFZSTOBIQNG4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.bxF_XLuL5yNTrWexnnsJSCJsmD8IvQeJ7ICC78_gAZt95ag0-p3NdL7WwLikg6DaG4Zzeu1WWEqqzSV5-1ZEMXYPxi_uXOWbTXfM-MUW-7QHglEdL6wSG7uAJrwJCytl5Ja7ERxlJZfO4gZPaImYjER9V2Ju3dKbhHcjTJ-N9wGy42vvX80vB_Pf2jh2LW7tYNLUBS_iGIkR_dZQJhnT46kV_UCDnmXQPU3Se6UPq00.-eSCfRNlVj_qtGaxhwzzzGduO__OUvvkTmZcqmr_HxI&dib_tag=se&keywords=peter+vardy&qid=1781468868&s=books&sprefix=peter+vardy%2Cstripbooks%2C113&sr=1-9
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Puzzle-God-Peter-Vardy/dp/0006281435/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1TFZSTOBIQNG4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.bxF_XLuL5yNTrWexnnsJSCJsmD8IvQeJ7ICC78_gAZt95ag0-p3NdL7WwLikg6DaG4Zzeu1WWEqqzSV5-1ZEMXYPxi_uXOWbTXfM-MUW-7QHglEdL6wSG7uAJrwJCytl5Ja7ERxlJZfO4gZPaImYjER9V2Ju3dKbhHcjTJ-N9wGy42vvX80vB_Pf2jh2LW7tYNLUBS_iGIkR_dZQJhnT46kV_UCDnmXQPU3Se6UPq00.-eSCfRNlVj_qtGaxhwzzzGduO__OUvvkTmZcqmr_HxI&dib_tag=se&keywords=peter+vardy&qid=1781468868&s=books&sprefix=peter+vardy%2Cstripbooks%2C113&sr=1-1&asin=0006281435&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Puzzle-Christianity-Peter-Vardy/dp/0008204241/ref=sr_1_2?crid=IAFK4B3ZAKL9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.bxF_XLuL5yNTrWexnnsJSCJsmD8IvQeJ7ICC78_gAZt95ag0-p3NdL7WwLikg6DaG4Zzeu1WWEqqzSV5-1ZEMXYPxi_uXOWbTXfM-MUW-7QHglEdL6wSG7uAJrwJCytl5Ja7ERxlJZfO4gZPaImYjER9V2Ju3dKbhHcjTJ-N9wGy42vvX80vB_Pf2jh2LW7tYNLUBS_iGIkR_dZQJhnT46kV_UCDnmXQPU3Se6UPq00.-eSCfRNlVj_qtGaxhwzzzGduO__OUvvkTmZcqmr_HxI&dib_tag=se&keywords=peter+vardy&qid=1781469147&s=books&sprefix=peter+vardy%2Cstripbooks%2C113&sr=1-2
https://www.thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast
https://www.thepanpsycast.com/audiobook
https://open.spotify.com/show/0tMzW0c0wwT273HyS3vHdT
https://www.therepodcast.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMDve3WeC9qAidJ-sVarJXjy5blvar8qu
https://www.thephilosophyman.com/
https://www.philosophersmag.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/jointhebibleproject/playlists
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=03767565541f86b9d2475a2948fa6c450daa3431f48ca663f301f133c5b493d6JmltdHM9MTc4MTM5NTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=15404b65-d213-624d-0050-5d3fd36963e7&psq=i+think+therefore+i+teach&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9pdGhpbmt0aGVyZWZvcmVpdGVhY2guY29tLw
https://alevelphilosophyandreligion.com/ocr-religious-studies/
https://divinityphilosophy.net/
https://peped.org/


Some things to watch and think about: 
All kinds of films and series have philosophical and religious ideas in them, so follow your own interests! 
You could try these, or choose something else, but try and use them as a stimulus for thinking and writing: 
 The Good Place 
 The Matrix 
 Unorthodox 
 Twelve Angry Men 
 
TED Talks — these are usually wonderful, with plenty to stimulate your questioning and reasoning skills. 
Some favourites: 
Elizabeth Loftus: How reliable is your memory? 
https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_loftus_how_reliable_is_your_memory 
Dan Gilbert: Why we make bad decisions 
https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_gilbert_why_we_make_bad_decisions 
Richard Dawkins: Militant atheism 
https://www.ted.com/talks/richard_dawkins_militant_atheism 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: We should all be feminists 
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_we_should_all_be_feminists 
Damon Horowitz: Philosophy in prison 
https://www.ted.com/talks/damon_horowitz_philosophy_in_prison 

There are loads of talks on TED so use the search engine find topics interest you.  
 
Deadline:  
The first lesson of Philosophy, Ethics or Theology after the summer holidays.  
 
 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4955642/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_8_nm_0_q_The%2520Good%2520Place
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0133093/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_7_nm_1_q_The%2520Matrix
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9815454/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_8_nm_0_q_Unor
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0050083/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_loftus_how_reliable_is_your_memory
https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_gilbert_why_we_make_bad_decisions
https://www.ted.com/talks/richard_dawkins_militant_atheism
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_we_should_all_be_feminists
https://www.ted.com/talks/damon_horowitz_philosophy_in_prison





























