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Subject:
Religious Studies A Level

Topic(s):
Philosophy / Ethics / Theology

Independent Learning Task(s) to Complete:
INTRODUCTION TASK

A. Course Details: You are studying Religious Studies A Level. The exam
board is OCR and the main religion for Component 3 is Christianity.
A brief overview of the course is here:
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-
studies-h173-h573-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/
You can look at the full specification here too

B. Create a folder for your Religious Studies lessons. Use dividers to
create the following three main sections:

= Philosophy of Religion
= Religion and Ethics

= Developments in religious thought
[we call this DCT - Development of Christian Thought]

You also might want to get a big folder for each paper. (If you struggle to buy these look out on Facebook
Marketplace and local recycle sites as lots of people give these away for free)


https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/

TASKS: YOU MUST COMPLETE TASKS 1-3. TASKS 4-5 ARE OPTIONAL.

1) What is Philosophy and Ethics?
Go to the link below:
What is Philosophy? Crash Course Philosophy #1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A CAkYt3GY
Task: Summarise the main ideas in no more than one paragraph.

2) In Religious Studies, you will be introduced to many scholars to support arguments you make in your essays.
For each one make notes on them as follows:

When were they alive?

What key books did they write?

What key issues they write about?

Are there any key quotes?

Do you find their work convincing?

v v v v Vv

Scholars List:

Task: You must complete this for scholars 1-4. You may then pick one more (from 5-9).
St Augustine

St Thomas Aquinas
Aristotle

Plato

Richard Swinburne
Mary Daly

Joseph Fletcher
Jeremy Bentham

. Immanuel Kant

10. Dietrich Bonhoeffer

©CONDURWNE

Like all well-informed research, you heed to consider the location of the information you find. Some good
suggestions for research are:

Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy [plato.stanford.edu]

Philosophy Cat [https://www.philosophycat.org/]

The School of Life



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY
https://plato.stanford.edu/
https://www.philosophycat.org/

3) Church History. Having some understanding of how the church began, how it grew and spread and
how it has split over time is really useful when starting to study A Level. To get started with this, access
the Ted-Ed lesson on Church History here https://ed.ted.com/on/IVs36zph
Test yourself with the multiple-choice questions in the ‘Think’ tab, add a comment to the discussions
and explore some of the further links in the ‘Dig Deeper’ tab. Then, make your own set of notes on
some of the key dates and developments. Try to include the following;
1st Century Christianity — key figures and events
* Who were the apostles?

* Who were the leaders in the early church?

e When were the first letters of the New Testament written?

e Which was the first gospel? When was it written? When were the others written?
* How and why were Christians persecuted by the Roman Empire?

2nd-10th Century Christianity

e Who were the church fathers?

e When did Christianity come to Britain?

* Who was Constantine and why is he so important?

e When and what was the Edict of Milan?

* What was the Council of Nicaea (325CE)?

e What was an ecumenical council?

* How many were there?

e What did they focus on?

* Why was Theodosius and why is he important?

e Which groups left the church? Why? At which church councils did they leave?
e Why did the Pope become increasingly powerful?

e When and why did the Eastern and Western churches start to drift apart?
¢ What was the Holy Roman Empire?

The 11th-15th centuries — Schism, Crusades and dissatisfaction with the church

* When was the Great Schism and what was the outcome?

* What were the Crusades? When did they happen and what was the outcome?

* Why were some Christians concerned about the church and that the Bible was only available in Latin?
* Who was John Wycliffe?

The 16th Century — Reformation and Counter-Reformation

e Who was Martin Luther?

* What were the 95 theses and when were they hammered to a church door?
* When was Luther excommunicated and what did he do afterwards?

* Who were some of the other Protestant Reformers?

e Who was William Tyndale and what did he do?

e What is the significance of Henry VIII?

* Who was Thomas Cranmer?

e When and what was the Act of Supremacy?

e What and when was the Council of Trent?

e Why is King Edward VI (yes, that’s our KEVI!) significant?

e Cranmer wrote the 39 articles and The Book of Common Prayer. What are they?

The 17th century onwards — Protestant Diversity
* Which new churches were formed in this period and when?

The 20th century
e When and what was Vatican II?


https://ed.ted.com/on/lVs36zph

4) OPTIONAL: If you lack knowledge about Jesus
You will study Christian theology as part of your A Level. For this, it is helpful to know the story of the
person of Jesus. To help with this, we recommend reading one of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark (the
shortest!), Luke, John) or watching The Miracle Maker film!
The Bible Project has an excellent series of videos of parts of the Bible (please note they are created by
and for Christians) BibleProject - YouTube
There are some scanned textbook pages at the back of this pack which will be helpful reading!

5) OPTIONAL: Essay writing skills.
Task: the style of essay writing at A level steps up from GCSE. Please read through the essay transition
pack and consider completing the activities to support you with the requirements for writing at A level.

OPTIONAL — WIDER READING

Here are some suggested books to help develop your thinking skills:

The Pig That Wants To Be Eaten by Julian Baggini

50 Philosophy Ideas You Really Need to Know by Ben Dupre and Laurence Kennedy
Think: A Compelling Introduction to Philosophy by Simon Blackburn

The Blind Watchmaker by Richard Dawkins

The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins

Introductory texts:

Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction by Craig Edwards
Ethics: A Very Short Introduction by Simon Blackburn
Jesus: A Very Short Introduction by Richard Bauckham
Ethics Matters by Peter and Charlotte Vardy

The Puzzle of God by Peter Vardy

The Puzzle of Christianity by Peter Vardy

Podcasts:

All available for free from wherever you like to listen to podcasts (Apple, Android, Spotify etc.)
Panpsycast - use the search bar to find episodes linked to topics we have studied

Panpsycast DCT Audiobook - a free audiobook which covers the DCT specification. Amazing resource!
Philosophy with Mr Stone - teachers giving lessons on their favourite OCR topics

The RE Podcast

Within Reason - less focused on our specification than other resources above, and sometimes
controversial!

Here are some suggested online resources:

The Philosophy Man [www.thephilosophyman.com]

This website gives you lots of different ideas to think about. Some are for younger children but you could
try the 'brain squeezers'. These are good if you don't have too much time, or if you're finding it difficult to
settle to anything concentrated.

The Philosophers’ Magazine [www.philosophersmag.com]

The Bible Project [https://www.youtube.com/user/jointhebibleproject/playlists]

I Think Therefore | Teach [https://ithinkthereforeiteach.com]

A level Revision Notes [ A Level Philosophy & Religious Studies]

Logos [Logos | Online] A level model essay resources

Peped [peped.org]
This website has a lot of good resources that you might use once you start your A Level course; you could

dip in and start exploring some of the ideas you will meet next year.


https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0208298/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.youtube.com/user/jointhebibleproject/playlists
https://amzn.to/3Mwubxl
https://amzn.to/3BES67j
https://amzn.to/436LkmP
https://amzn.to/3Wfsvf0
https://amzn.to/3Wam7W2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Philosophy-Very-Short-Introduction-Introductions/dp/019886177X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2R54QIXOGP2DS&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.eObEy1r4giWfNYYXW7VR6h9_yucRtLy7rlcdFtA061JMDp1yIy9bECAoALPyMZCyFRRLDgNUkXgh2N5QTJ8B7sHBvb2fMAJQDob6lHeOayJCFTOvZOSmeiAj7bzy6zoPe802-VNaTjw1Uf_O4Yx3vjy-gcl80Bq14MYlARXPDWa3mfxBFbY9TS5Oe-RANrvLSk2sMXx9X4geAUITpSYHsStX1P1jggCgb-pN-WgQTSU.lPp3_o_KrZ7mtQbRrF8s4-t7R1klJIyUeYiLDZyxXAc&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+very+short+introduction+to+philosophy&qid=1781468536&sprefix=a+very+short+introduction+to+philosophy%2Caps%2C127&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ethics-Very-Short-Introduction-Introductions/dp/0198868103/ref=sr_1_1?crid=NUS3DMU0QFXQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.OeIKLjhEFigwok1CMi_6U42FyFp8uOKvsQWPOk2YaV8JWOkKgNXq3XJXhZPIEbgIfimvatEdjIC8EsK6fzc4h_zRLtQveUOlq9aan2GC6EXVRGm7hUuhhPBpMdi_c43LJg0Ut4b_mbMX77ZCDvK30n0sQSrqll8RdBLPhbg-SEwnX9C7ddADj1IYrz_V0ysh1aiaL6KRwpWZeOjWxi0ocLyUjv7QWdqo9PJ7OQnMi0Y.oOn0uXHHC2ekusDW9K7I7sOsbeiFxD4FGa_-puy54BY&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+very+short+introduction+to+ethics&qid=1781468621&sprefix=a+very+short+introduction+to+ethics%2Caps%2C125&sr=8-1&asin=0198868103&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jesus-Very-Short-Introduction-Introductions/dp/0199575274/ref=pd_vtp_d_sccl_1_3/523-3655894-7455638?pd_rd_w=F7geO&content-id=amzn1.sym.e1b012f9-a2d8-4786-8113-bd0f31ac121d&pf_rd_p=e1b012f9-a2d8-4786-8113-bd0f31ac121d&pf_rd_r=V95P13VQ96QXA1BMADJ6&pd_rd_wg=otRsF&pd_rd_r=0db41294-be84-48c4-ae00-f84d2d6f4e5e&pd_rd_i=0199575274&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ethics-Matters-Charlotte-Vardy/dp/0334043913/ref=sr_1_9?crid=1TFZSTOBIQNG4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.bxF_XLuL5yNTrWexnnsJSCJsmD8IvQeJ7ICC78_gAZt95ag0-p3NdL7WwLikg6DaG4Zzeu1WWEqqzSV5-1ZEMXYPxi_uXOWbTXfM-MUW-7QHglEdL6wSG7uAJrwJCytl5Ja7ERxlJZfO4gZPaImYjER9V2Ju3dKbhHcjTJ-N9wGy42vvX80vB_Pf2jh2LW7tYNLUBS_iGIkR_dZQJhnT46kV_UCDnmXQPU3Se6UPq00.-eSCfRNlVj_qtGaxhwzzzGduO__OUvvkTmZcqmr_HxI&dib_tag=se&keywords=peter+vardy&qid=1781468868&s=books&sprefix=peter+vardy%2Cstripbooks%2C113&sr=1-9
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Puzzle-God-Peter-Vardy/dp/0006281435/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1TFZSTOBIQNG4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.bxF_XLuL5yNTrWexnnsJSCJsmD8IvQeJ7ICC78_gAZt95ag0-p3NdL7WwLikg6DaG4Zzeu1WWEqqzSV5-1ZEMXYPxi_uXOWbTXfM-MUW-7QHglEdL6wSG7uAJrwJCytl5Ja7ERxlJZfO4gZPaImYjER9V2Ju3dKbhHcjTJ-N9wGy42vvX80vB_Pf2jh2LW7tYNLUBS_iGIkR_dZQJhnT46kV_UCDnmXQPU3Se6UPq00.-eSCfRNlVj_qtGaxhwzzzGduO__OUvvkTmZcqmr_HxI&dib_tag=se&keywords=peter+vardy&qid=1781468868&s=books&sprefix=peter+vardy%2Cstripbooks%2C113&sr=1-1&asin=0006281435&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Puzzle-Christianity-Peter-Vardy/dp/0008204241/ref=sr_1_2?crid=IAFK4B3ZAKL9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.bxF_XLuL5yNTrWexnnsJSCJsmD8IvQeJ7ICC78_gAZt95ag0-p3NdL7WwLikg6DaG4Zzeu1WWEqqzSV5-1ZEMXYPxi_uXOWbTXfM-MUW-7QHglEdL6wSG7uAJrwJCytl5Ja7ERxlJZfO4gZPaImYjER9V2Ju3dKbhHcjTJ-N9wGy42vvX80vB_Pf2jh2LW7tYNLUBS_iGIkR_dZQJhnT46kV_UCDnmXQPU3Se6UPq00.-eSCfRNlVj_qtGaxhwzzzGduO__OUvvkTmZcqmr_HxI&dib_tag=se&keywords=peter+vardy&qid=1781469147&s=books&sprefix=peter+vardy%2Cstripbooks%2C113&sr=1-2
https://www.thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast
https://www.thepanpsycast.com/audiobook
https://open.spotify.com/show/0tMzW0c0wwT273HyS3vHdT
https://www.therepodcast.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMDve3WeC9qAidJ-sVarJXjy5blvar8qu
https://www.thephilosophyman.com/
https://www.philosophersmag.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/jointhebibleproject/playlists
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=03767565541f86b9d2475a2948fa6c450daa3431f48ca663f301f133c5b493d6JmltdHM9MTc4MTM5NTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=15404b65-d213-624d-0050-5d3fd36963e7&psq=i+think+therefore+i+teach&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9pdGhpbmt0aGVyZWZvcmVpdGVhY2guY29tLw
https://alevelphilosophyandreligion.com/ocr-religious-studies/
https://divinityphilosophy.net/
https://peped.org/

Some things to watch and think about:
All kinds of films and series have philosophical and religious ideas in them, so follow your own interests!
You could try these, or choose something else, but try and use them as a stimulus for thinking and writing:
» The Good Place

» The Matrix

» Unorthodox

» Twelve Angry Men

TED Talks — these are usually wonderful, with plenty to stimulate your questioning and reasoning skills.
Some favourites:

Elizabeth Loftus: How reliable is your memory?

https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth loftus how reliable is your memory

Dan Gilbert: Why we make bad decisions

https://www.ted.com/talks/dan gilbert why we make bad decisions

Richard Dawkins: Militant atheism

https://www.ted.com/talks/richard dawkins militant atheism

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: We should all be feminists
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda ngozi adichie we should all be feminists
Damon Horowitz: Philosophy in prison

https://www.ted.com/talks/damon_horowitz philosophy in prison

There are loads of talks on TED so use the search engine find topics interest you.

Deadline:
The first lesson of Philosophy, Ethics or Theology after the summer holidays.


https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4955642/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_8_nm_0_q_The%2520Good%2520Place
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0133093/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_7_nm_1_q_The%2520Matrix
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9815454/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_8_nm_0_q_Unor
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0050083/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_loftus_how_reliable_is_your_memory
https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_gilbert_why_we_make_bad_decisions
https://www.ted.com/talks/richard_dawkins_militant_atheism
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_we_should_all_be_feminists
https://www.ted.com/talks/damon_horowitz_philosophy_in_prison
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Unit 1: Philosophy of religion
Why did Descartes doubt everything?

©000000@000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000008000000CC000000000000000000006

How did Descartes think we can know what is true?

Are our senses deceiving us? :

Think of something that you know is definitely true. How can you be
certain? This was the question that troubled the 17th-century Christian
philosopher, René Descartes. How can we be sure that anything that we
think is real and true actually js real and true and not an illusion?

To solve this problem, Descartes decided that he would doubt everything
that he believed; he would then see whether there was anything left at
the end that he could know for certain. If he could not be 100 per cent
certain about a belief, it would fail his test. Descartes decided that he

- could not trust his senses to tell him what is true because sometimes our
senses give us false information. For example, when a drinking straw is
put in water it looks bent, but this is not really the case. Sometimes we
also think we have seen or heard something, but haven't. Therefore,
Descartes ruled out the possibility of knowing anything for certain through
empiricism (senses).

French philosopher René
Descartes (1596-1650)

Are our minds being tricked?

Descartes also ruled out knowing anything for certain through rationalism
(reason), for example mathematical truths such as 2 + 2 = 4. He thought
that he could not prove that there is not an evil demon tricking us into
thinking 2 + 2 = 4 every time we do the sum when actually 2 + 2 = 5!
Descartes was troubled by the fact that everything his mind thought was
real and true could be an illusion ~ he could be nothing more than a mind
trapped in an evil demon’s laboratory. If this were the case, Descartes
wondered, what one thing could the demon not trick his mind about?

Descartes realised that the demon would not be able to trick his mind into
thinking it existed if it did not. In order‘for the demon to trick his mind, he
would have to have a mind. He summed up this idea by wi
best-known lines in all of philosophy: ‘I think; therefore | am.

The first certainty

Descartes thought that the fact he could doubt his own existence meant
he must exist. He did not think this proved he had a body; the demon
could be tricking him into thinking he had a body. However, he must have
a thinking mind; otherwise there would be nothing for the demon to trick.

Descartes did not think that this could prove that anybody else existed:
these could still be illusions. It wouldn’t work for him to say, “You think;
therefore you are’ or ‘We think; therefore we are’, but he could be certain
of his own existence: This is sometimes called the first certainty and is
often written in Latin, cogito ergo sum.

Is the idea of God Hmﬁoomm on our minds?

Although Descartes had managed to find one thing-of which
he could be certain, he wasn't satisfied with stopping there.

In order to add further certainties, Descartes claimed that the I'think, therefore  *.The _anmﬁommoa
idea of God is imprinted on our minds: in other words, people _msm_: mﬁsmﬂ Is mpm .mn.
are born with an understanding of God. This is known as the Mﬁnv.m ﬁw M _mm - mﬁ_wﬂ_:v\:ﬂh '
trademark argument. Descartes thought that we have an .ﬁ”,. nay m:hg 2 R
inbuilt knowledge that God is ‘the sum of all perfections’. bt mmm < (the SR

By this, Descartes meant that God possesses every perfect fribe :m_mg

characteristic — for example, God is completely loving, powerful + «

and wise. Descartes also thought that in order for God to God s the ‘sum

be perfect, he must exist. This is because things that exist in I will'doubt- - “of all perfections’. -
reality are better than things that only exist in our minds. For mamo_cﬂ.m._x : o «
example, having one million pounds is better than the idea of m<m&:_:m. ,._.w,..,mm.a. s perfect,

having one million pounds. Existence is a perfection, so if God

. . he must exist.
is the ‘sum of all perfections’, then he must exist. . «
The existence of a nmlma. God was §uonm3 for Descartes Aipbitect god
because he thought that if a umamﬂ God exists, God would wisiild rit
not let his senses and mind be deceived. Therefore, Descartes Sllow. Us o
concluded that he could trust that his mind and senses were be decelved.

giving him accurate knowledge about the world most of

Therefore, we
the time. ¢

can generally

; Descartestthought trust our reason
Was Descartes right? " Jeumey and experience
Many people would disagree with Descartes that all humans ta be accurate.
are born with the idea of God imprinted on their minds. If
everybody were born knowing what God is, then everybody ]
would believe in the same God. However, through history, Key <onmcc_mﬂ<

people have had very different ideas about what God is like.
They have also disagreed about whether there is one god,
many gods or no gods at all.

first certainty 'l think;
therefore | am’:
Descartes’ realisation

Secondly, many people would question Descartes’ claim that that the fact he thinks
things that exist in reality are better than things that exist in shows that his mind
the imagination. For example, sometimes the idea of eating a must exist

delicious food can be better than actually eating it. trademark

argument Descartes’

argument that humans
are born with the idea

of God imprinted on

Furthermore, Descartes argues that God exists because in order
for God to be perfect, God must exist. However, he does not
begin by proving that there is a perfect god; he simply states
that this is the case because he has been born with the idea of

a perfect god imprinted on his mind.

their minds
Check your understanding (lozd + anseed
@ Why did Descartes decide to doubt everything?
@ Why did Descartes initially rule out knowing things through empiricism and rationalism?
) @ What did Descartes mean by the phrase, ‘I think; therefore | am'?
e How did Descartes think that the idea of God made it possible to know things for certain?
®<<_:< might Descartes’ view be criticised?

Topic 1.2: Why did Descartes doubt everything?

11



€L sBuryafians Jo asned 3si] 9Y3 pod sem :¢°T drdor uorsiyaz 3o Aydoso[iyd :1 3tun 4

'ssnasiq ,'pob e st 213yl 18y} AjaX]| 3 Sexew asi3AIuN X3|dWOD No JO 3DUSISIXS 3y, @
‘pasI aq ybiw 3 Aym pue Juswnble ubisaq sy: Em_axm\,a
"pasidId 3q yBiw uswnbie asned 151l 3yl Aym ulejdxa ‘swiny 01 aduRIR4RI £_>>@

*35JBAIUN B} 4O ‘bueg 61g ay3 pasned poo 1ey} snb.e pjnod uensuyd e

3sNed 1511} B usaq 2ARY 1SN alayl 1 ” v
qusaniie ey sid s N 1ol mewm_u Ewn,_::m M snes Eﬁ asuodsau U] “asianlun ay1 pasned bueg big ay3 1ey1 anble pjnom ssijuaids
g == 12 @ ay3 “Aem swes ayy U] *||e4 oulwop Auen poD uenisUyD sy} Ajesssdau Jou ‘@104 Jo Buraq 4o pupy Aue aq
) ANAD £31UM 3y PIP 1BYm pue seuinby sewoy] sem or_... @ Emwwuw_mm_hmﬂMmﬂmmw_ﬁmw%mw p|nod } ‘asned 1sli e sem auay3 3eyl Wb sem seuinby i usas ‘AjpiyL
- gv Buipuejsiapun 1noAk #2343 S ‘BuiuuiBaq ou sem aiayy

S

Buiuesw Y104 e S806 ey} SASNED 4O 8duUBNbSS Ss3|pUR Ue S| 3131
agAew ‘suibew 0} sn 1o} pley st 1 YBnoyz usAg "ased ay3 ag jou Jyblw
Sly1 1nq ‘s|qissodul si sseiba1 S)ULUI Ue 1y} Sswinsse seuinby ‘Ajpuodas

"3}1] JO SWLIO} X3]dUIOD 8}eald 0} UOIN|OAS JO POYIBW U}

sasn poo sdeysad 1eyl snble pinom sulos ‘aioja8yl "uewny e se xa|dwod
se BuiyLwos ul Jnsau 03 Aj3xjijun aq pjnom 1 ‘y Buipinb suoAue Inoyyum |
‘ssa0.4d snosuodUN ‘puljq B S UoiN|oAS JI ‘panbie aq pinod 3 ‘asuodsal u
"IN0 palp aAeY pjnom Asyl ‘xs|dwod awodaq pue paidepe jou pey Asuyy 4
"SAIAINS 01 J3pJo Ul X3|dwod s1ouw Buiwodaq ‘siesk Jo suol|jiw Jano pajdepe

pameyy A||ed160|

S| 1241 JUBWSIEIS Y
£>ejjey [e2160)

bujuuibag

OU Y3IM S3SNEed 4o

9duanbas ssa|pus uy

‘leusls s H "M ul Buiyilisas syl asned e paau
10U S30p 3Y 0S pue ‘paleald ay SSI9AIUN By} SPISINO SI PoD) leyl panble
aq p|nod | ‘asuodsal U] "JOU S30p poL) sealsaym ‘ssned e Spesu mEr_tCme

ssa4Ba1 AUl aney sbuiyy Buiar ‘paubisap 3oo| sbuiyy Aym Joj ucieug|dxs Jayioue . 1ey) buinbue Ag jjaswiy spIpesud seuinby jey yuly: ajdoad swos
PO — 35nED @ SpAsU sapinold 31 asnedaq (S° | dido) 98s) uonds|es [ednjeu Aq uonnjoas Jo Aloayy | “SpUIL UBWny iBuiihue anoud Juswnbe sy ssoq
0S| 8SI3AIUN DU} OS pUE s,uimieq ssjey) si Juswinbie ubissq ayy o3 abus)jeypd 15318316 3y} sdeylayd i fq pooisizpun Ajny 2q
3sNed e SPasU 3SIBAIUN 13UBisap axl|-pob ‘Papiad i ouues 1ey1 AizjsAu e si "POD) 3q ISNUI BSISAIUN BY} JO 3Sned 8Y] *E
sty Ut mc_mtbm% e Jou JaUBISap peq e JO 3DUSPIAS I8 PHOM 3y} Ul BUlISNS PUe [IAS BU} 18y} § i poo asnedaq meds, ‘asned e
Ewﬂwwﬂwﬁm:ﬁmﬁ_ " panb.e aney s1ay30 “sbuteq Jo Buiag 4o Hos Aue aq pinod Jaubisap ay3 3eys Sem poD Jnode uanm 3ABY 1SNW 4|35} SSISAIUN 3L} ‘8SNeD B Sey SsIaAIUN U} Ul Bulyikisns §| -z
* panb.e swnH ‘suoseal AueW 1o} pasIdILD Udaq sey juswnble ubissg ayL | pey ay Buiyifians 1eyy
a4y jo wn__ﬁww@m ¢Butyifue anold JuswinBie ayy seoq | i PIPNPUOD seuinby sy "SR L] SSIRANIN S UL BUILR
: ] SIY 4O pus 3} spiemol i :s Juswnble ayy ¢
1snw sped s,bulyiswos i 11 Y1 ‘Hoys
40 3Nn11 51 12YM 18U U9ew pHOM & Aey 1snW PHOM 343 e ul “uawnble asne? 1sii4 Ay} Se umouy si siy| s Buiyihians jo asned
swiep A|Buoim a!| |nyasodind pue Apsplo ‘xajdwod aiow uaAs Bulyiswos usyl ‘panbleay | | - ;i 1511 3y3 sem oym Buisq [npamod ‘[ny|ifs 2 3q 1snw 213y} 18y} panbie sy
1ey1 Juswinble uy US¥eUWUDIEM B SP33U UJleMm e Se ISN[ 9XellUdlem e sey Udlem e 8snexsq | ) 0S pue asned 1sli} B U3aq aAeY 1snw Buiyiswos eyl ybnoyl aH “(sasned
uonisodwod jo foejey s13) ‘@2ueyp Aq pauaddey sey 1ey1 Juspipoe Ue Alduis 10U st siyL w3 | amﬁomo_z%wnﬁpﬂmw_%ﬂ SS3|pU) ssaJBal B}UIUI UR U pey aiay} 8Aslj2q 03 [ediB0] 3 YUyl
poo — Jaubisap e sey Buj|j91 Jo asodind sy aAsIyde ued 3 1ey} os Aem Alspio ue ul Jayiebol 1y | lenusnuI Isow B 4o 3uO ser 10U pIp seuinby jpaisixa 1 840)8q 1SIXa 0} 3 a4nbal pjnom siy3 asnedsq
0s pue paubisap s300| yoem e 4o sued x|dwiod ay3 |[e 3eyl pajou aH ‘Juswnbie ubisag 3y 4o | (£z\-5ez1) seuinby seuioyy 1SIX3 0} 425 asned 0} Buly3awWos Jok a|qissodul s1 1 ‘Bunsixe uibaqg oy 1
pliom ay3 ey Juswnbie UOISIaA SIY Ul yd1em e o 3jdwexa ayl pasn Asjed weljjipn pa|[ed 1seld pue | Joy 8sj9 Bulylswes uo saljal sysixa eyl buiyilisne 1eys padijou seuinby
3y] uswnbie Jaydosojiyd ysijBu3 Ainjusd-y3g| ue ‘eapl [eulbuio sseuinby Aq paadsu| |} juswnBue ssneg 1s.1d oy

(je21Gojos)s1 40) ubisaq
‘POD SI pOM 3y Jo Jaubissp juabijjsiul 8YL "€

faemnagedoa e i . ‘juswinBie asne) 3sii 3y} Se UMouy

nq A ; JauBisap Jushljjsiul ue pasu sbuiyy paubisad "z sI AepA PAIUL SIH "POD Ul 9A31[2G 03 9jqeuoseal Si 1l 1y} a}esisuowap

‘yo3em paubisap Ajsaeslaul "pauBisap U3aq SeY 11 Ji Se SY00] Sh PUNOIE PHOM 3YL b 01 sydwiene anly — ,SAepA aAld, SIY uiejdxe sebed snowey 1sow oM} 8y L

ue 03 plom au pasedwiod Asjed ‘e2160joay ] ewwns ps|[ed poo Noge YoM paysiuiun ‘ebed-0o0y e

L 7 A S S (A 'SMOJ|O} SE PasHeLLINS 910im seuinby sewoy] Yaydosojiyd uejey Anjuad-yig| ay1 ‘sjdwexs

9q ued pue JuawnbJe (jed1bojoa)el Jo) ubisaq ay) se umouy| si siyL "POD
:1aubisap 3uabija1ul Ue S| 13y} 1Byl SMOYS SIY3 18y} pue paubissp usaq aAeY
01 Jeadde pjiom ayi ui sbulyy [einjeu 1ey3 panbue seuinby Aepp Y4 sty Ul

uewnb.le ubissg sul |

Jo4 'poD Ul aA1[3q 01 3|qeUOSEa S| 1 18y} MOYS O] Wie eyl spuswnbie
padojanap aney siaydosojiyd snoibijas ‘Aiolsiy Jo 9sinod By} JaAQ

mu.&&omc | ewwing

¢SISIX® poD

' -35neD & SpAaU J[3S] ASIBAIUN 31 UBAL J0U SA0P JBY] ‘SNeD e Spaau asiaAiun ayy uj Buipkisne | |
. Jeyl 22U3pIAS 3pIA0Id BSIBAIUN INO JO 8DUSISIXD BY3 $90(Q

asnedaq 1snf ‘Aeem awes 8y} Ul ‘poob s Wes) 8y} UesW 10U S0P 1ey} ‘poob S| wes} |[egiooy : |

e ul JaAe|d A1ans asnedaq 1sn[ ‘s|duwiexa 104 "3joym 3y} 4o anul 3q Ishu sped s,Buiyiswos : |
|

%O mjkum_ym£gymﬁwmg_m_uwco Cm£>>m_%Um:m%m_s._-.CO_#_mOQEOU*°>Uﬁ=mu.®£u.ﬁm=mu [0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000006000000000000000000¢90@80
foejje; [e2160] & U0 paseq sem Juawinbie asneo) 3sild Y1 18yl pauuiep aH *jaieq snolbljal

abus|ieys 03 3|doad 3su1L BY} JO SUO Sem ‘swny piaeq “aydosojiyd ysmods Anjusd-yigl mr_”_.;. . mm@ E m E%@\rm %Q wms mu Hmt_ mh m f—w ﬁ o Q mmg
uonsoduied jo Aaefje} 24l uoibnjau jo Aydosoqiyd | Hun m




|

Unit 1: Philosophy of religion IHas anybody seen God?

m m Q o m m a .mnd —.Qow Mmoamzamm people say that the only thing that would make them believe
lin God is if they saw him. Christians believe that, 2000 years ago, people
=~10a lnvolved in S et s ving in the Middle East did see God because he came to Earth in the
Iperson of Jesus and lived among them. His life is written about in four
ibooks found in the Bible called the Gospels.

0080 ©9000000N0000000000000000000000000000000000000C0000000000000000000000000000000000000

Do religious experiences provide evidence that God exists?

Hume’s criticism of i}
miracles The Four Gospels
The Gospels are the first four books of the New Testament. They
describe the life and teachings of Jesus and are named after the four
men traditionally thought to have written them: Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John. In the Gospels, Jesus speaks and acts as if he was
God; for example, he forgives people for their sins, talks about what
heaven is like and performs over 35 miracles, such as turning water

Do people experience Ged?

One reason people might believe in a god or higher power is because they
believe they have experienced something supernatural. For example, they
might claim that they have seen an angel, that God has spoken to them or
that they have experienced a miracle, such as being healed of an illness.
These experiences can cause a person to believe in God or strengthen their

The philosopher David
Hume was very critical

of belief in miracles. He
thought that people are
naturally fascinated by
things that seem unusual

SXSHNg relifiots belief: and bizarre, and as they to wine, walking on water, healing ill people and coming back to ]
However, religious experiences do not provide such convincing evidence pass these things on, 1 life after he is killed. In H.:m books in the Bible that come after the in the Gaspel of Matthew, Jesus is said
for those who have not had the experience. They are required to trust they exaggerate. He 4 Gospels, the authors claim that Jesus was God on Earth. to have walked on water.
that the person claiming to have had a religious experience is not lying thought that people &
for some reason — for example, to achieve fame, earn money or persuade should only believe in lIMost historians agree that a man named Jesus lived and that he
others that their religion is true. Even if someone believes that they are a miracle if it was more MM was killed on a cross. However, there is much disagreement about
telling the truth about their experience, it is possible that they have remarkable or surprising : \whether the Gospels are a reliable source of information. They were
misinterpreted what happened. This might be especially likely when they that the miracle hadnt  :ilwritten approximately 1900 years ago, and we do not have any certain
are tired, grieving, fasting or under the influence of drugs. happened than if it information about their authors. It is possible that, after Jesus’ death,

had happened. He people exaggerated what he had said and done in order to persuade
Dees God answer prayers? : also claimed that, in Hothers that he was God. Therefore, many people would say that there is
Another reason people might believe in God is that they feel a sense of all of human history, linot strong enough evidence to believe that Jesus was God on Earth.
God’s closeness or presence when they pray. They may also believe that there-is no example < s ; : :
some of their prayers have been answered. However, others would argue of a miracle that was Christians B_@Z ﬂmmno:.a by Seylig that they

have experienced Jesus in their life, perhaps

many prayers appear not to be answered. It would seem random for some witnessed by enough
prayers to be answered while others are not. Doubters would say that it is sensible, educated
more likely to be just a coincidence when prayers appear to be answered. people to believe it

, In response, a religious person might argue that there could be good really happened.

reasons why God would not answer some prayers. Some prayers might be
selfish or logically impossible to answer. For example, if two people prayed
for their team to win a football match, it would not be possible for God to
grant both requests. God's plan might be different from what people want
and he might be doing what is best for people by not giving them what

through prayer, a miracle or having a
sense of him. They might argue that
the brilliance of his teachings recorded
ilin the Gospels shows that he was not
just an ordinary person. Furthermore,
Jesus is arguably the most influential
person ever to have lived, with nearly
one in three people in the world today
following the religion that worships him

. Key vacabulary

Gospels The first four
books of the New
Testament in the Bible,
which describe the life
and teachings of Jesus

miracle Anevent that
cannot be explained
naturally and so is seen

e

they ask for. {i— Christianity. A Christian might argue that as an act of a god
- #itis unlikely that so many people canbe . oo i i
guably the most influential or gods
Some people argue that claiming fl completely wrong. person ever to have lived. . g

that we cannot understand

why God acts in the way that
he does is making an excuse

for God rather than providing a
good reason. Others argue that
it is reasonable to think that
some things, such as the activity
of God, are beyond human
understanding.

Check your understanding

m.aw.mxu_m_: why David Hume was critical of belief in miracles.

@.Uo you think religious experiences provide convincing evidence that God exists?

@..,,<<:< might a Christian argue that Jesus was God?
m 9<<:< might it be argued that Jesus does not provide strong evidence for God's existence?
© 'Unanswered prayers show that God probably does not exist.’ Discuss.

Prayer is an important part of many religions.

14 Unit 1: Philosophy of religion Topic 1.4: Is God involved in the world? . 15
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Unit 1: TT__.OmOU—._< of ﬂm:@mos {In response, religious philosophers argue that it is possible for there to
{ be a good reason why an omnibenevolent god woyld allow evil and

H @ { suffering. It could be to test and strengthen people’s belief in God, to help
@O@W #Tm mnmm O.ﬂ @QQ BN—AQ mmﬁmm ° ﬁmsm: character grow or because to stop suffering would require God to
_::..::..§.....:_,.:..::...........:32..2.......Z2:.....:::::........:.Z..:....:L5_6 away our free will, which would be unloving. Perhaps a world where

humans are free, but can choose to do evil is the best possible world.

Is it possible for God to be completely powerful, 1 This is because a EA_UM_N where ﬂoﬂmw ma.oum had m%:ﬂ mwoa 3Mc
o I bad intentions would be a world where neither good nor evil would be ]
knowiadgeabls znd fndng: : | possible. It would simply be a bland, neutral world where no action had Key vocabulary
o ) i T 1l any meaning. - . .

The paradox of omnipotence i Y - . %ouzﬂ.mﬂﬁ% g Hj.m
Some people say that it is impassible for an omnipotent god to For some umou_mQ the problem of evil is enough to convince them that M_ms\ a w Qnmzqm :
exist Umnm&m ok:_ otence mmum:o ical. This is owm% illustrated by the G s nat Rt OGRS AU that the enly way e el knaw why in mnn.ma.,n_m Pguage,
ot _ P gical. v an omriipotent, omnibenevolent god would allow evil is if we knew what n wow_ e ,m:mcﬂum.m d
ollowing example: omnipotent, omnibenevolent gods usually do, or if we were this god. As m:zwﬁ Y mmwggm what &o

néither. of these is possible, the reason why God allows evil and suffering

Q: Can God create a rock that free will The ability to

is too heavy for him to ift? _,mzuﬁm%m mm HVMH_W. U%Mao“w _m:mg__q to know the reason does not mean W
\ / tha er 9 . and wrong
A: Yes. This means he is.not omnipotent A: No. This means he is not omnipotent because” | However, some people would say that defending God by saying he i omnibenevolent All-
because there is something he cannot lift. there is something he cannot create. - {1 @ mystery is an unsatisfactory way of resolving the problem of evil. loving
: In response, it could be argued that the view we should be able to omnipotent All-powerful
Some people argue that God cannot create a rock too heavy for him to e o ::.%_,nm:a mm_:m_:;mmm% d <<_\w: :Mwm.:ms%.:_.m_ mn:ﬂ_< c:_‘mmm%ﬂmzm. M..:_m omniscient All-knowing
e -centu .

[ift, but this is not because God is not omnipotent; it is because the idea nﬂ:ﬂ_\wwﬁﬂm%ﬂ w\,ﬂm - wp :wﬂw N_,_“_ ncrm_%wﬁow‘azmﬂw o”__mmﬂw NS problem of evii The
of a rock that God cannot lift is illogical, in the same way that God cannot il have si Y v und <ﬁ d y un ted id \wm q argument that evil and
create a square triangle, achieve 11/10 in a test or create a dog that is WISIng; You' have SImply UNCRELADSYOUr gl Iniented Idea o0, suffering shows that an
also a fish. Others argue that God is not limited by logic in the way that B i m AN BT, 1T b God Vi h i MMMWMMMGN_Mﬂ:_%mR.
humans are. If there are things that God cannot do, then he cannot be Sigraspec.im, it is not God you have mﬁmmw%am:m e ri——— g
omnipotent because there is something more powerful than him. Others 3 g 3 Z T .
argue that omnipotent means being the most powerful being in the The question of szﬂwﬂ m_ﬁ d:
universe, but not being able to do anything. moﬂ%ﬂ.ﬂﬂwm@ﬂ% oeal- 1 Watch your language

‘paradox of omnipotence’. . . . . 5
P P Some philosophers argue that the problems described above arise because our language is too limited

to express the essence of God. There is nothing that we can say that accurately expresses what God
is like. Therefore, some Christians think that they should only talk about what God is not, rather
than what he is. This is known as apophatic theology. For example, they would say that God is not
bad and not weak, but neither is he good or powerful, because this limits God to ideas of good and
powerful that we use to describe imperfect things in the world.

Can God be omniscient if humans are free?

Some people also argue that God cannot be omniscient if
humans have free will. This is because if God knows with
absolute certainty what we are going to do in the future,
then there is nothing that we can do to change what is going
to happen. For example, if God knows for certain that you
are going to tell a lie tomorrow, then'it is already fixed that
you will do this and you cannot not do it. If we do not have
free will, it seems unfair for God to judge us for our actions
because we are not able to choose to do otherwise. Others
argue that it is possible for God to know what we will freely

Some would go as far as saying ‘God is nothing’. They do not mean that God is not real, but that there
is literally no ‘thing’ in the universe that can be used to describe God because he is completely different
from eéverything that exists. He is in a category of his own and is not describable or even fully knowable
] by human senses or reason.

o

choose to do without in any way controlling it. ncﬂm:_mm,nw ﬂmmnz:m\ is it possible for ,, n_._mnx your.understanding r\ﬁ)bw@_ = R
Why doesn't God stop suffering? @ Explain two ways that a religious person might understand omnipotence. QInginRy
Many people argue that if God was truly omnibenevolent and ‘2o you think it is possible for humans to have free will if there is an omniscient god?

omnipotent, then there would be no suffering in the world. The m;Qémxu_ two ways that a religious person might defend God against the problem of evil.

suffering caused both by natural disasters and disease as well as human 5 9 xplain why some people believe in apophatic theology.

actions show that there is no God - or at least not an omnibenevolent, . . @ THe'idea of God does not make sense.” Discuss.

omnipotent and omniscient one. This is known as the problem of evil. S,

22 Unit 1: Philosophy of religion Topic 1.8: Does the idea of God make sense? 23
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Unit 2: Ethics

m_mo% gave another example to demonstrate this point. Imagine you are

_.,ﬂm surgeon. You have five patients who are all going to die if they do not

H H | i transplant that day. Two of the patients need one lung each,
<<:m.” m:cc _Q Em QQ <<_.m—.- ."—Jm —n: §m§m< .nw-m _s.wﬁtﬁm,\nw_mmwa mmmm%:m< each and the other patient needs a heart. A healthy

©©000000000000000000000000000000000020000000000000000000000000000000000000020080000g)|

Why did Philippa Foot think morality should not be based on
the consequences of an action?

Philippa Foot's runaway train
thought experiment

Imagine you are standing on a railway
bridge. Beneath you are five workers
repairing the railway track. Either side of the
track are slopes that are too steep and high
to climb. Coming around the corner is a
runaway train without a driver. It is hurtling
towards the workers and they are certain

to die. Next to you is a lever. If you pull the
lever, it will cause the train to divert onto a
separate track and the five people will be
saved. However, there is one worker on the
separate track who will be killed if you divert
the train. You have two options and seconds
to decide. Should you pull the lever?

This is what is known as a thought experiment and was first created in
1967 by an English philosopher called Philippa Foot.

An absolutist might think that to actively do something that will kili one
person is worse than not interfering and letting five people die. Therefore,
they'would say the right thing to do is to stand back and do nothing.
However, most people would pull the lever and divert the train because
they think it is better for one person to be killed than five.

Should you kill the heavy man?

Imagine you are on the railway bridge again. This time, there is a heavy
man standing next to you. If you push him onto the tracks, it will cause
the train to stop before it reaches the five people. However, it will cause
the heavy man to die. Should you throw the heavy man off the bridge?
If not, how is g the heavy man to save five people any different to
pulling a lever to redirect the train and save five people?

Is our morality consistent?

Philippa Foot created the runaway train thought experiment because she
wanted to explore why people think it is right to kill 2 person to save
others in some situations, but not in others. In her view, the thought
experiment showed that the consequences of an action cannot be all that
determines whether an action is right or wrong. Therefore, ethical theories
such as utilitarianism are flawed.

Philippa Foot devised the original version of the train problem.

young man walks into the hospital with all five things that are needed.

f you chop him open and take out his organs, the other five people will

be saved, but the young man will die. You ask the man if he is willing for

Uthis to happen, but he says he is not. Should you kill the healthy young

man anyway to save the five people? Most people would think it wrong

,.*oljm doctor to ignore the young man’s request and kill him to take his

“Jorgans. However, Foot wondered why we view this differently to

“Aone person on the train tracks in order to save five others.

\.M Foot.gave a further example. Imagine you are a judge. An unknown .
person has committed a crime. Rioters have taken five innocent people .
.:.o\mm.mmm. They are going to kill the five hostages unless you hold a trial and

AA someone is executed for the crime. You only have two options. Should
& you et the rioters kil the five hostages, or should you accuse an innocent
B nerson of the crime and sentence them to death in order to save the five
=41 Hostages? Again, most people think that it would be wrong for the judge

to sentence an innocent person to death, but this seems inconsistent with
i1 willingness to pull a lever to kill one worker on the train tracks.

The ethics of programming driverless cars

The ethical questions raised by the runaway train are similar to those
facing people who programme decisions into driverless cars. For
example, if a driverless car’s brakes fail forcing it to crash into an
equal number of people whichever way it turns, how should it choose
which way to crash? Should
humans be prioritised over
animals? Children over adults?
Pedestrians over passengers?
Furthermore, who is responsible
for any of those deaths?
Perhaps most importantly,

who should have the power to
choose the decisions that are
programmed into the car?

 Think

Would you pull the
lever? Would you change
your mind if one of the
workers was a friend or
relative? How would you
justify your decision?

Key vocabhulary

thought experiment

i Animaginary scenario
invented to examine
the consequences of a
philosophical idea

The invention of driverless cars raises many
ethical questions. |

mmmwéocﬂ c.mn.m_.mﬁm:&:m
ach'of the runaway train scenarios, what do you think the person on the railway bridge should

PO, i
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do and why?

Do you:think pulling the lever is less wrong than the doctor or judge killing one person?
z.&w@u_mi why.

mm.o:_< thing to consider when making ethical decisions is the number of people
affe

41




